
COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING
Wednesday, 21 October 2015

PRESENT:   The Mayor (Councillor Surinder Biant) Councillors Ali Ahmed, 
Shefali Farooq Ahmed, Iftikhar Ahmed, Shakil Ahmed, Daalat Ali, Sultan Ali, Beswick, 
Cecile Biant, Surinder Biant, Blundell, Boriss, Brett, Brosnan, Burke, Butterworth, 
Clegg, Dearnley, Duckworth, Dutton, Neil Emmott, Susan Emmott, Emsley, Furlong, 
James Gartside, Jane Gartside, Greenall, Hartley, Heakin, Holly, Hornby, Hussain, 
Joinson, Kelly, Lambert, Martin, McCarthy, Meredith, Mir, Nickson, O'Neill, O'Rourke, 
Paolucci, Rashid, Rowbotham, Rush, Sheerin, Stott, Sullivan, Wardle, Wazir, West, 
Williams, Winkler and Zaheer

OFFICERS:   S. Rumbelow (Chief Executive), S. Downey (Director of Adult 
Services), G. Hopper (Director of Children’s Services), A. Fallon (Director of Public 
Health and Wellbeing), M. Widdup (Director of Neighbourhoods), J. Searle (Director 
of Economy), D. Wilcock and M. Hardman (Resources Directorate)

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Seven members of the public

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillors Bell, Farnell, Linden, Murphy, Robinson 
and Zaman

MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
31 The Mayor advised of the recent deaths of former Councillor Ted Flynn who 
represented the Castleton Ward from May 1998 through to May 2011 and who had 
served as Cabinet member for Community Safety and Leisure and as Chair of 
Rochdale Planning Sub-Committee for several years; of Mr. Barrie Bernstein who 
was admitted as a Freeman of the Borough on 26th November 2006 in 
acknowledgement of his services to the community of the Borough, which included 
promotion of the establishment of the Rochdale Development Agency; of Mr. Alan 
Fenton, a former Treasurer of the Council; of Insp. Gary Hall, formerly of the 
Heywood and Middleton Division of Greater Manchester Police; and of the Rt Hon 
Michael Meacher, MP for the adjoining constituency of Oldham West and Royton 
who had died that day.

The Council observed a period of silence in their memory.

ADDITIONAL ITEM OF BUSINESS
32 The Mayor advised of the consideration of a further item of business 
“Attendance at Meetings” as urgent business, as a decision was required prior to the 
next meeting of the Council.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
33 There were no declarations of interests.

MINUTES
34 DECIDED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 15th 
July 2015 be approved as a correct record.  

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS
35 There were no matters for consideration under this item.



CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
36 The following Motion, of which Notice had been given in accordance with 
Council Procedure Rule 11, was moved by Councillor Dearnley and seconded by 
Councillor Duckworth:-

“In light of recent high profile and controversial planning applications and difficult 
planning committee meetings, we would urge that the Planning Department adopt 
consistency in all reports to Planning Committees and Sub-Committees which relate 
to proposed housing developments, clearly demonstrating the housing supply 
required to ensure greater transparency for both Councillors and the public of the 
Borough”.

An amendment to the Motion was moved by Councillor Williams and seconded by 
Councillor Neil Emmott such that the Motion be approved subject to the deletion of all 
the words after “planning committee meetings” and the insertion of 

“Council notes with concern:
1. The continued erosion of local planning powers by Central Government and 

the ability of local people to determine important planning applications which 
have a major impact on the future of local communities.

2. The threat to our open green spaces and greenbelt by Government decisions 
which give priority to developers at the expense of the views and needs of the 
borough’s residents.  

Council also notes the need to:-
3. Ensure the maximum transparency and consistency of information provided to 

councillors and members of the public.
4. The need for improved efficiency and consistency in dealing with planning 

applications throughout the borough and to minimise the Council’s risk, both 
legally and financially, in adhering to the Government’s centralised planning 
controls.

To this end, Council instructs the Chief Executive to review the way in which the 
Council determines planning applications to ensure a more efficient and improved 
planning process, but also ensuring local residents and Councillors are given every 
opportunity to be involved in the decision-making process”.

Upon being put to the vote the amendment was declared to be carried

Upon being put to the vote the Motion was declared to be carried.  It was therefore

DECIDED – That in light of recent high profile and controversial planning 
applications and difficult planning committee meetings, Council notes with 
concern:
1. The continued erosion of local planning powers by Central Government 

and the ability of local people to determine important planning 
applications which have a major impact on the future of local 
communities.

2. The threat to our open green spaces and greenbelt by Government 
decisions which give priority to developers at the expense of the views 
and needs of the borough’s residents.  

Council also notes the need to:-
3. Ensure the maximum transparency and consistency of information 

provided to councillors and members of the public.



4. The need for improved efficiency and consistency in dealing with 
planning applications throughout the borough and to minimise the 
Council’s risk, both legally and financially, in adhering to the 
Government’s centralised planning controls.

To this end, Council instructs the Chief Executive to review the way in which 
the Council determines planning applications to ensure a more efficient and 
improved planning process, but also ensuring local residents and Councillors 
are given every opportunity to be involved in the decision-making process.

REVIEW OF POLITICAL BALANCE ON COMMITTEES 2015/16
37 The Council considered a report of the Head of Legal and Governance 
Reform which informed Members that following a change to the composition of 
political groups on the Council there was a requirement to report on the implications 
arising for political balance requirements and nomination rights to Committees and 
Sub-Committees under the provisions of the Local Government (Committees and 
Political Groups) Regulations 1990.

DECIDED – That the revised political balance allocation for 2015/16, as set out 
in the appendix to the submitted report, be noted.

APPOINTMENTS UPDATE
38 The Council considered amendments to the appointments made at the 
Annual Meeting of the Council held on 19th May 2015 and at the Council meeting 
held on 15th July 2015 and a number of further appointments that were required.

DECIDED – That (1) the following appointments made under delegated powers 
and effective from 27th August 2015 be noted:-
(a) Corporate and Overview Scrutiny Committee – Councillor Rush appointed 

to the vacant position;
(b) Joint Consultative Committee – Councillor Rush appointed in place of 

Councillor Farnell;
(c) Rochdale Boroughwide Housing Representative Body – Councillor Rush 

appointed in place of Councillor Mir; 
(d) Employment and Equalities Committee – Councillor Rush appointed by 

substitute member in place of Councillor Sultan Ali;
(2) it be noted that Councillor Rush’s position on the Planning and 

Licensing Committee results from a Labour Group, rather than Liberal 
Democrat Group, nomination

(3) Councillor Dearnley be appointed in place of Councillor Holly on the 
Borough Regeneration Steering Group;

(4) Councillor Rowbotham to be appointed to act as the Council’s AGMA 
Scrutiny Link.

ASSOCIATION OF GREATER MANCHESTER AUTHORITIES - MEMBERSHIP
39 The Council considered a report of the Head of Legal and Governance 
Reform advising of a recommendation from the Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority (GMCA) that the GMCA be granted membership of the Association of 
Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) which would permit the Interim Mayor of 
Greater Manchester to be appointed a member of the AGMA Executive.

DECIDED – That the Council agreed to the GMCA becoming a member of 
AGMA in its own right through clause 18 of the AGMA Constitution.



COUNCIL CONSTITUTION
40 The Council received a report of the Head of Legal and Governance Reform 
advising of recent amendments made to the Council’s Constitution as set out in a 
schedule appended to the submitted report.

DECIDED – That the amendments to the Council’s constitution, as set out in 
the schedule appended to the submitted report, be noted.

SAFER COMMUNITIES PLAN 2015-18
41 The Council considered a report presenting for the approval and adoption the 
recommendations of the Cabinet in respect of the 2015-2018 Safer Communities 
Plan as part of the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework. 

DECIDED – That the Safer Communities Plan for 2015-2018 be approved and 
adopted.

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES WORK PROGRAMMES 2015/2016
42 The Council considered a report of the Head of Legal and Governance 
Reform presenting the Work Programmes for 2015/16 for each of the Council’s three 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees in accordance with Overview and Scrutiny 
Procedure Rule No 7.

DECIDED – That the 2015/16 Work Programmes of the Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee, the Health, 
Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Corporate 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee, as appended to the submitted report, be 
noted.

MEMBERS' QUARTERLY REPORTS
43 Members presented their Quarterly Reports and received questions from 
Members of the Council as follows:-

(a) The Leader of the Council and Lead Member for Regeneration 
(b) The Cabinet Member for Children’s Services
(c) The Cabinet Member for Adult Care
(d) The Cabinet Member for Culture, Health and Wellbeing
(e) The Cabinet Member for Housing and Environment
(f) The Cabinet Member for Corporate and Regulation
(g) The Cabinet Member for Finance
(h) The Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods and Communities
(i) The Cabinet Member for Business, Skills and Employment
(j) The Chair of Heywood Township Committee
(k) The Chair of Middleton Township Committee
(l) The Chair of Pennines Township Committee
(m) The Chair of Rochdale Township Committee
(n) The Chair of the Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee
(o) The Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee
(p) The Chair of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee
(q) The Representative to Transport for Greater Manchester
(r) The Representative to the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Authority
(s) The Representative to the Armed/Reserve Forces
(t) The Representative to the Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority

DECIDED – That the reports be noted.



ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS
44 The Head of Legal Governance Reform invited the Council to consider 
authorising an absence from attendance at meetings in accordance with S85(1) of 
the Local Government Act 1972.

DECIDED – That, pursuant to s85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Council authorises the absence from meeting of the authority of Councillor 
Murphy on the grounds of ill health beyond the six months specified under the 
above Act.


	Minutes

